
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  Le Puy to Conques  in Comfort  
The Best of the Compostella with Home Comforts  

 

Tour 
Highlights  
  
 
 

 

 The finest section of Franceõs Classic Pilgrimage trail.   
 Choose from two high -level accommodation -led formats  

           to suit you - and experience the difference . 
 Hike across five historic regions and through Auverge,  

           Languedoc-Roussilon and Midi -Pyrenees, incl .  the  
           Aubrac Plateau. 

 Superlative start  - Le Puy en Velay and its  World  
           Heritage sites.  

 Fine Finish: the UNESCO medieval cite  of Conques.  
 

 

Fact File  
  
 
 

 

V 12-night, self -guided, inn -to -inn walking tour  
through the best of rural France.  

V Graded as a moderate challenge, averaging  12 miles /   
19 kms a day over a total of 134 miles/215 kms.  
Options to shorten or lengthen days to suit your agenda .   

V Convenient access from Lyon or Claremont -Ferrand . 
V Start  any day from 1st April to 20th  October . 
V Luggage transfers throughout . 

T h em e  
 

Le Puy to Conques  in Comfort  is the finest section of Franceõs Compostella 

pilgrimage trail. Forget about trekking all the way across the foggy Pyrenees 

and into Spain along endless monotone highways and instead enjoy the most 

scenic slice of The Hexagonõs best-loved hiking cake ð the Le Puy Route from 

Le Puy en Velay to Conques. It is the only section of this historic highway that 

we choose to promote as it offers the optimum experience and captures the 

essence of ôEl Caminoõ in one two-week chunk. 

Le Puy to Conques  in Comfort  is special for many reasons: it is the most -

popular section, boasting the best countryside and the finest accommodation; 

so meet like -minded hikers and enjoy the comforts of our accommodation -led 

tour designed especially for those who like a good hike fol lowed by fine food 

and home comforts in the excellent company of global peers.  

The Aubrac Plateau  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So enjoy the best of the Camino sliced into bite -sized chunks and revel in the 

experience of a life -time, at a reasonable pace that allows you to get from A 

to B, chatter with others along the way and still 

have plenty of time to admire the views and absor b 

the heritage -rich ambiance.   

 

Le Puy to Conques  in Comfort  also allows you to 

tailor the accommodation ôideal typesõ to suit your 

personal preferences, be they guest house or hotel -

led. We will do our very best to maximise your 

chosen ôformatõ subject to availability bien sûr!  

 

If you seek a fortnightõs total immersion in the best 

of rural France, then look no further than the best 

section of the Le Puy Route with complementary 

accommodation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The magnificent chateau dõEstaing  

La Chapelle de la Bastide in 
Margeride  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             

L e  Pu y  t o  C o nq u e s  i n  C om f o r t :  tw e l v e - n i gh t  t o u r  i t i ne ra r y  

 [ A l l  d i s t a n c e s ,  t i m e s  a n d  e l e v a t i o n  f i g u r e s  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e ]  ¹  

Day 1 Arrive in Le Puy en Velay . 
 

Steeped in Christian history, the monuments and squares of Le Puy merit your 
attention - get there early, check into your centrally -located 3-star hotel and have a 
good look around. 
 

Night in Le Puy.  
 

Day 2 Le Puy to St Privat dõAllier.  
[14½ miles-23½ kms, approx. 7 hrs,  
+600 ms -300 ms]. 
 

Climb out of the Puy basin to the Velay  
Plateau and its volcanic cones and follow  
the trail above the Dolaizon river to St  
Christophe. Cross the Dev¯s, Franceõs  
largest basalt  Plateau, via a series of  
charming villages and arrive at St Privat,  
with its Roman-style church and castle  
vestiges.  
 

Night in or near St Privat.  
 

Day 3  St Privat dõAllier to Saugues.  
[12 miles-19 kms, approx. 6 hrs, +600 ms -500 ms] 
 

You climb to a majestic belvedere before gaining Rochegude with its fine hillside 
chapel and castle ruins on the Velay -Gevaudan border.  Then descend into the Allier 
Gorge with its own ôPao de A­ucarõ outcrop before crossing the Eiffel bridge and 
climbing up past the semi -troglodyte St Madeleine chapel a nd into the granite 
mountains of Margeride. The descent to Saugues is a delight.  
 

Night in Saugues. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 4 Saugues to Le Sauvage. [12 miles-19½ kms, approx. 5½ hrs, +350ms -40ms] 
 

The option exists to combine days 4  & 5 ð please ask our advice.  
 

The hamlet of La Clauze is dominated by its 12th century tower perched atop a vast 
granite outcrop. Further on, the walk along the Virlange Valley is a treat and the 
climb up through the Ranchoulet woods never dull. Say hello to the friendly ôwild 
horsesõ before descending to Le Sauvage for refreshments and your transfer.  
 

Second night in Saugues - it's nice not to have to pack that case!  
 

Day 5 Le Sauvage to St Alban sur Limagnole.  
[8 miles-13 kms, approx. 3½ hrs, +20ms -350ms] 
 

Designed as a rest day, we start by returning you to Le Sauvage. From there you climb 
to Hospitalet col and visit the Chapelle de Saint Roche before crossing into Lozere  
[Languedoc-Roussillon] and descending to St Alban and its Romanesque church. Then 
enjoy the ambiance and facilities in your fine overnight accommodation. Prepare to 
be spoiled!  
 

Night in or near St Alban.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the way from  
Geneva  



 
Day 6 St Alban sur Limagnole to Aumont -Aubrac.  

[9 miles-14½ kms, 4 hrs, +280ms -185ms.]  
 

Options exist to combine days 5 & 6 ð please ask our advice.  
You finish crossing the granite Margeride and enter volcanic  
Aubrac.  A short day full of fine and varied trails and  
boulder-speckled scenery.  
 

Night in or near Aumont -Aubrac.  
 

Day 7 Aumont -Aubrac to Nasbinals .  
[16½ miles-26½ kms, approx. 7½ hrs, +340ms -190ms,  
with option to reduce the day by approx. 1½ miles -2½ kms] 
 

Our favourite  day takes you to La Chaze de Peyre, with its  
fine [still used] communal oven, then onto the charming  
Chapelle de Bastide before you arrive at Les Quatre Chemins 
and a welcome beverage. By now the forest has given way to  
enormous expanses of rolling green and cattleðladen pastures. 
 

Night in or near Nasbinals.   
 

Day 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nasbinals to St Chely dõAubrac.  
[10½ miles-17 kms, approx. 4½ hrs, +135ms -490ms.]  
 

The grand finale, a World Heritage -rated walk, is blessed  
with more fabulous rolling hillsides before you descend to  
the picturesque village of Aubrac, overseen by its white  
porcelain statue of the Virgin Mary. A fine lunch -spot, with  
its Tour des Anglais, you then commence your protracted  
descent into the Lot Valley and enjoy your final over -nighter  
in charming  St Chely.  
 

Night in St Chely.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The enchanting Lot 
Valley  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Chely dõAubrac to St Come-dõOlt 
[10 miles-16 kms in 4½ hrs with +200ms -650ms] 
or 
Option to continue onto Espalion  
[16 miles-25½ kms in  6½ hrs with approx. +245ms -840ms] 
 

You are free to chose which of the options above best suits  
your hiking preferences ð please indicate when booking.  
Cross the Unesco bridge and climb through several hamlets  
in Le Pays d'Olt before crossing the Cancels and descending  
through aged vines to the first glimpses of the delightful  
walled village of St Come on The Lot.  
Night in St Come-dõOlt or Espalion.  
 
St Come-dõOlt to Estaing 
[12½ miles-20½ kms, 5 hrs with approx. +460ms -500ms] 
or 
Espalion to Estaing  
[hotel -led option at 7 miles -11 kms, 3½ hrs, with approx.  
+455ms -260ms] 
 
Choose between the high or the low road to Espa lion.  
We traverse Le Rouergue along the left bank of the  
tranquille River Lot, pass the Chateau de Calmont  
before enjoying lunch at the charming village of Armagnac  
with its fine domaine. Then continue the oenology lesson  
upon arrival in Estaing, home to the once powerful Valery - 
Giscard and its Wine House and Museum.    
 
Night in Estaing.  
 
 
 
 

The Lot at Espalion  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 11 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 12          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Estaing to Golinhac  
[10 miles-16 kms, 5 hrs with approx. +420ms -90ms] 
 

Drag yourself across Le Pont Vieux and enjoy a prolonged meander along the banks of 
the enchanting Lot before climbing Le Chemin des Croix to your comfy overnight 
resting place.  Night in Golinhac.  
 
Golinhac to Conques  
[13 miles-21 kms, 6½ hrs with approx. +200ms -600ms]                            
 

Continue along Le Chemin des Croix via the charming watering holes of Espayrac and 
its twin Senergues  before descending into the Ouche and Dourdou Gorges towards 
the medieval cité of 'Concha', nowad ays known as Conques, the grand finalé to a 
great tour.  
Night in Conques. 
 

Day 13 End of Le Puy to Conques tour.  
 

Breakfast followed by check out. Please enquire about onward transfers to Aumont -
Aubrac, Le Puy or Figeac. Bonne continuation and we hope to see you next year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chateau de Calmont  

The unassuming gateway to Conques  


